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Short Description
George Lloyd: Lament, Air & Dance and Sonata for violin & piano

- available to download and stream from all Digital Platforms

George Lloyd: Seven extracts from 'The Serf'

- available to download and stream from all Digital Platforms

George Lloyd started to learn the violin at the age of five and he was a pupil of the violinist Albert
Sammons for six years. In his youth, Lloyd’s talent as an instrumentalist allowed him to participate in
local musical events from formal concerts to more convivial gatherings: a 1930 newspaper report of a
‘social in the Zennor schoolroom’ observed that ‘Mr George Lloyd played the violin and dancing was
indulged in’. Looking back on his formative influences, Lloyd singled out Sammons as having the
most lasting effect on his burgeoning creativity, identifying the latter’s ‘instinctive, freely expressive
playing’ as having a direct bearing on the kind of music he began to write. In this regard, Lloyd’s
description of the sound of Sammons’s playing as ‘gorgeous’, with ‘a lyrical quality’ in which
‘every note seemed to sing’ chimes with the composer’s own essentially lyrical approach to musical
lines and phrases.

    Despite his facility in playing the violin and the importance he attached to his lessons with Albert
Sammons, Lloyd was relatively slow to compose works for his own instrument. It was not until 1970
that Lloyd wrote Violin Concerto No.1, his first piece with a leading role for his own instrument, but
this achievement seemed to stir his enthusiasm and during the next seven years he completed a
number of pieces for violin and piano, a fully-fledged sonata and a second concerto. The Seven
Extracts from ‘The Serf’ for violin and piano (1974) were published in 2024, and are here recorded
for the first time. © Paul Conway

https://lnk.fuga.com/tasminlittlemartinroscoe_georgelloydlamentairdanceandsonataforviolinpiano
https://lnk.fuga.com/tasminlittlemartinroscoe_georgelloydlamentairdanceandsonataforviolinpiano
https://lnk.fuga.com/ruthrogerssimoncallaghan_georgelloydsevenextractsfromtheserfforviolinpiano
https://lnk.fuga.com/ruthrogerssimoncallaghan_georgelloydsevenextractsfromtheserfforviolinpiano
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Description
Manufacturer: Wyastone Estate Limited, Wyastone Leys, Monmouth, NP25 3SR
Email: sales@wyastone.co.uk

Reviews:

"For this reissue, Lyrita adds a first recording of Seven Extracts from the Opera ‘The Serf’ arranged
by the composer. It was made in the Concert Hall, Wyastone Leys, Monmouth by Ruth Rogers (violin)
and Simon Callaghan (piano). These broadly conceived extracts are compressed character pieces, in
effect. He wrote two large orchestral suites derived from ‘The Serf’ in 1997 but back in 1974 had
arranged these seven little pieces, full of virtuoso challenges, expressive laments, veiled warmth –
Prokofiev hints along the way – and rippling refinement. This recycled music proved practical for
Lloyd, as ‘The Serf’ didn’t enjoy many performances because it was – in part – prohibitively
expensive to stage. Lloyd meanwhile thought it contained some of his best music. It’s finely played
here, though the concert hall recording is a touch ‘wide’ for my own tastes.

Paul Conway’s notes are excellent, as ever."Jonathan Woolf, MusicWeb International 
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